. Since the introduction of screening the incidence of CDH has remained largely unchanged for a number of complex reasons, not all of which are understood (Catford et al., 1982 (Dunn et al., 1985) . Early splinting in abduction, however, may occasionally result in avascular necrosis of the femoral head.
This, and the uncertainty about the natural history of the disease, have resulted in controversy over the detection and optimal management of CDH (Dunn et al., 1985; Leek, 1986; Wilkinson 1985 (Graf. 1984; Clarke, 1986) and for detecting structural abnormalities in hips that are clinically silent (Berman & Klenerman, 1986; Clarke et al., 1989) . It was however, initially received without enthusiasm as it was a difficult and time consuming examination to perform with the static B-scanning equipment on which it was pioneered (Graf, 1980 (Clarke, 1985) . Prior to ossification, small blood vessels in the femoral head can be recognized as echogenic, non-shadowing speckles (Fig. 6) (Graf, 1984 A-anterior, L-lateral, p-psoas major muscle, 1-echogenic osified portion of pubis, 2-echogenic ossified portion of ischium, curved arrowcartilaginous femoral head, open arrow-greater trochanter, large straight arrow-hypoechoic triradiate cartilage with medial through transmission, arrow head-hypoechoic pubic carbilaginous portion of the acetabulum, small arrow-echogenic ligamentum teres. Coronal-flexion view. The femoral head is located within a well developed acetabulum. The ossific nucleus (large crossed arrow) appears as a half-moon casting an acoustic shadow medially (small arrows). Coronal-flexion view. The femoral head is located within a well developed acetabulum. The ossific nucleus (large crossed arrow) appears as a half-moon casting an acoustic shadow medially (small arrows). Figure 6 Coronal-flexion view. Normal hip with echogenic non-shadowing blood vessels (curved arrow) in the region of the nucleus prior to its ossification. Figure 6 Coronal-flexion view. Normal hip with echogenic non-shadowing blood vessels (curved arrow) in the region of the nucleus prior to its ossification. 76
